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This fully updated 2012 edition of English for Academic 
Study: Listening will help you develop the listening and 
note-taking skills you need to participate effectively in 
academic lectures and seminars.

The units are organized as follows:

 � Listening and lectures

 � Introductions to lectures

 � Identifying key ideas in lectures

 � Note-taking

 � Introducing new terminology

 � What lecturers do in lectures

 � Digressions

Each unit includes video and audio recordings of 
authentic lectures from a range of academic fields, 
including banking, development economics, marketing, 
psychology and linguistics. These have been recorded in 
a genuine academic environment and are a perfect way 
to prepare for English-medium study. 

The Course Book includes unit summaries to give you 
a quick overview of what you have covered, and a 
comprehensive glossary of terms. Each unit also has 
weblinks offering additional information and activities, 
relating to both listening skills and the topics covered in 
the units. Visit the dedicated English for Academic Study 
website at www.englishforacademicstudy.com for even 
more resources.

This book can be used in conjunction with the following 
books in the English for Academic Study (EAS) series, 
also published by Garnet Education: EAS: Reading, 
EAS: Writing, EAS: Extended Writing & Research Skills, 
EAS: Speaking, EAS: Vocabulary and EAS: Pronunciation.

 Colin Campbell is a course director and teacher 
in the International Study and Language Centre 
at the University of Reading, and on the MA ELT 
programme. His interests include the teaching 
and testing of listening and speaking skills, 
vocabulary, and the use of extensive reading in 
developing language knowledge. He is also 
responsible for tracking studies of international 
students on their academic courses. He has 
worked in English language teaching for 35 
years and has taught in Spain, Poland, Italy, 
Estonia, Ireland and the UK.

Jonathan Smith is a pre-sessional programme 
director in the International Study and 
Language Centre at the University of Reading, 
where he is responsible for the development 
and management of the programme during  
the academic year. His interests include the 
teaching and testing of listening and speaking 
skills, sound/spelling relationships and the 
applications of technology in language 
learning. He has worked in EFL and EAP for  
30 years and has taught in Europe, North Africa 
and the Far East.

 The International Study and Language Centre 
(ISLC) at the University of Reading has about 40 
years’ experience in offering English for 
Academic Purposes (EAP) courses to 
international students. It has a long-standing, 
worldwide reputation for the quality of its 
tuition, materials development and the support 
given to students during their time in higher 
education.
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iBook map

Unittitleandtopics Skillsfocus Microskills

1 Listeningandlectures
Problems of listening
Differences between 
academic cultures

 ■ Listening in different languages
 ■ Issues in understanding spoken 

English
 ■ Listening to lectures

2 Introductionstolectures
Migration
Britain and the European
Monetary Union
Globalization
Magistrates’ courts

 ■ Thinking about introductions
 ■ Functions and language of 

lecture introductions
 ■ Listening to lecture introductions

 ■ Word stress

3 Identifyingkeyideasin
lectures
Franchising

 ■ Thinking about key ideas
 ■ Identifying key points in a lecture
 ■ Distinguishing key points from 

examples
 ■ Signposting and highlighting  

key points

 ■ Word 
families (1)

4 Note-taking:Part1
Britain’s traffic problems
The East-Asian economic 
miracle

 ■ Reasons for taking notes
 ■ Principles of note-taking
 ■ Note-taking practice

 ■ Sentence 
stress

5 Note-taking:Part2
Language learning
Changes in the world 
economy
Health in the UK

 ■ Returning to your notes
 ■ Using abbreviations and symbols
 ■ Organizing your notes

 ■ Word 
boundaries

6 Introducingnew
terminology
Embedded words
European Union:
regulations and directives
Market dominance and
monopoly

 ■ Introducing new terminology
 ■ Introducing terms and concepts 

 ■  Weak forms 
of function 
words

7 Whatlecturersdoin
lectures
Doing market research
Social learning
Contestable markets

 ■ Macrostructure of lectures  ■ Word 
families (2)

8 Digressions
Social learning
Questionnaire design
Integrated rural
development

 ■ Reasons for digressions
 ■ Identifying digressions

 ■  Common 
expressions  
in lectures
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1 Listening and lectures

In this unit you will:

• discuss the different situations in which you have to listen

• identify what factors influence your ability to understand

• learn about features of lectures in different academic cultures

Task 1 Listeningindifferentlanguages

1.1 Discussthefollowingquestionswithanotherstudent.
1. Which of these types of listening do you think is more difficult or requires more 

attention in your own language? Why?
a. Listening to friends as part of your conversation with them. 
b. Listening to the radio.
c. Listening to announcements at a crowded railway station.
d. Listening to an academic lecture.

2. What experiences have you had of listening to spoken English?
3. What type of listening in English do you find more demanding/less demanding?

Task 2 UnderstandingspokenEnglish

2.1 Lookatthefollowingfactorswhichmakeitdifficulttolistentoandunderstand
spokenEnglish.Addtwoorthreemorefactorstothislistandcompareyourideas
withyourpartner.

 ■ The speed at which someone is speaking. 

 ■ Backgroundnoise.

 ■

 ■

 ■  
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Listening and lectures

2.2  CD1: 1ListentoPart1ofatalkinwhicha
lecturerdescribessomeoftheproblemsof
listening.Thenanswerthefollowingquestions.
1. Which of the factors listed in Ex 2.1 does she talk  

about?  
2. Which other factors does she talk about?
3. After talking about the factors which affect listening,  

the lecturer discusses two additional problems that  
students may have. What are they?

2.3  CD1: 2NowlistentoPart2ofthetalk.Thelecturerasksyoutowritedowna
phrase.Dothisasyoulisten.

Does this example make the points in Ex 2.2 question 3 clearer?

2.4  CD1: 3ListentoPart3ofthetalk.Completethisexcerptbywritingtwotosix
wordsineachspace.

So what is the solution to these two problems? Well, firstly, you need to get as much 

practice listening to natural speech as possible. Listen to  

 and try to develop your understanding of how words and phrases 

are really pronounced, not how you  

pronounced. And secondly, you need to accept that when you listen you may 

misunderstand what is being said. So you need to be ready to  

 about your understanding of the meaning, if what you hear 

 compared to what you understood 

before. And this means taking a flexible, open-minded approach to listening.

2.5 ReflectonthetalkyoulistenedtoinEx2.2–2.4.Answerthefollowingquestions.
1.  Did you have any difficulties doing this activity?
2.  If so, why do you think you had problems?
3.  Were they the same problems the lecturer talked about?
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1Listening and lectures

Task 3 Listeningtolectures

 You are going to listen to a lecturer talking about the differences he perceives between lectures in 
the UK and in China.

3.1 Discusswithanotherstudentyourexperiencesof
lecturesinyourowncountryand/orinthecountry
whereyouarestudying.Thinkabout:

 ■ what the lecturers did, e.g., read from notes,  
used visuals, asked questions, etc.

 ■ what the students did, e.g., asked questions,  
took notes, etc.

3.2  CD1: 4InPart1ofthetalk,thelecturerdescribesthefollowing:
1. what his main interest is 
2. where he got his information about lectures in China
3. the survey he did and the students he talked to

ListentoPart1ofthetalkandmakenotesaboutpoints1–3.

3.3 CompareyournotesforEx3.2withyourpartner.
Thenanswerthefollowingquestions.
1. Did you record the same information?
2. Could you have recorded the information in different ways using fewer  

words/different words? How?

3.4  CD1: 5InPart2ofthetalk,thelecturerfirsttalksaboutsomeofthe
characteristicsoflecturesinChinaandthencomparesthesewithlectures
intheUK.Listenandmakenotesonthemainpointshemakes.

China UK
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Listening and lectures

3.5 CompareyournotesforEx3.4withyourpartner.Thenanswerthefollowing
questions.
1. Did you record the same information?
2. Could you have recorded the information in different ways, using fewer words/ 

different words? How?

3.6 Nowrespondtothetalk.Lookatthefollowingquestionsingroups,anddiscuss
yourreactionstowhatthelecturersaidinEx3.2and3.4.
1. If you are from China, do you agree with what the speaker reported about lectures  

in China?
2. If you are from another country, are the lectures in your country more like the British 

system, the Chinese one, or a combination of both?
3. Have you listened to lectures in English before?
4. Did you take notes (in English or your own language) during the lectures you attended? 
5. Was it difficult to take notes? If so, why?
6. What did you do before and after your lectures to help you understand more fully and 

remember the content?
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1Listening and lectures

Unitsummary

You have discussed different situations in which you have to listen. You have identified factors  
that influence your ability to understand, and learnt about features of lectures in different  
academic cultures.

1
Lookatlisteningissuesa–janddecideinwhichcircumstancestheycouldaffect
you.ChooseoneofthecircumstancesbelowandwriteF,L,RorAinthefirstbox.

F – This affects me when I speak to English-speaking friends.

L – This affects me when I listen to lectures.

R – This affects me when I listen to the radio or watch TV.

A – This affects me if I listen to announcements.

a. You are concentrating on something else at the same time as you are listening.  

b. You are nervous because missing something important will have a negative 
 consequence. 

 

c. The speaker is using lots of words and phrases that you don’t know.  

d. The speaker talks very quickly and runs words together. Even common words  
 are difficult to catch. 

 

e. The speaker does not do or say things in the way that somebody in your  
 country would. 

 

f. The speaker is talking about a topic you know nothing about.   

g. The speaker is using a lot of specialized vocabulary.   

h. Other people interrupt the speaker so you can’t follow the flow.   

i.  The speaker doesn’t tell you when you should listen especially carefully.  

j. There is a lot of background noise.  

2
Nowlookagainateachissueanddecidewhetheritisaproblemforyouornot.
Inthesecondbox,writePifitisaproblemandyouneedtopractise,orNifitis
notaproblem.

3 Whichoftheseissuesdidthelecturerinthisunitoffersolutionsto?

For web resources relevant to this book, see: 
www.englishforacademicstudy.com

These weblinks will provide you with further practice in listening to lectures and information 
about issues concerning cultural differences.
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